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Summary 

Since at least November 22, 2010 - at the regular meeting of council, and in subsequent council 

meetings, the recommendation to explore opportunities of this area for park and recreational use has 

continually been recommended by staff and supported by council.  

A recent study of potential GNWD land usage was facilitated by an open house, online survey, and 

interviews held with a variety of rights holders and stakeholders from October 2016 to January 2017, 

which indicated that over 90% are in favor of seeing the GNWD lands designated for park use. The 

following rights holders and stakeholders were interviewed: 

- Snuneymuxw First Nation 

- City of Nanaimo Water Services 

- Nanaimo Mountain Bike Club 

- Nanaimo Search and Rescue 

- Nanaimo Fish and Game Club 

- Colliery Dam Preservation Society 

- Harewood Neighbourhood Association 

- Vancouver Island Real Estate Board 

- Vancouver Island University 

 

At the July 10, 2017 council meeting where only six members of council were present, staff 

recommended an area which is the entirety of Area 1 (as defined in the GNWD Biophysical Assessment) 

be designated as Parks and Open Space (PRC-1). Three members of council articulated that they would 

rather explore residential development opportunities for a portion of Area 1 in the GNWD lands. As a 

result, the motion to designate the entirety of Area 1 into PRC-1 was unsuccessful, and the potential for 

residential development opportunities are now intended to be explored.  

 

Reconsideration and Designation 

This unexpected change of direction that has been initiated by certain members of council “on-the-fly” 

to promote the idea of residential development for a portion of this land sets a dangerous precedent for 

this and other areas which are currently used as parkland but not yet designated as such, and should not 

be permitted to proceed forth on such a finite resource in this haphazard manner.  

The reasons provided by those on council who want to explore the idea of residential development in 

Area 1 do not support the majority of feedback that has been provided by the public, rights holders, and 

stakeholders. There are numerous other areas that are suitable for residential development; council 

should not support encroaching further at this location towards existing parkland whatsoever.  

 

Residential development in Area 1 will destruct valuable habitat, waste an optimum location for park 

land, and ruin significant recreational activity in this area. Simply put, residential development in Area 1 

is not in the community’s best interest. 

Council should approve the request for reconsideration and as per staff’s prior recommendations 

designate the land as PRC-1 in order to ensure its protection from potential development in the 

future. 

See photos and renderings contained towards the end of this document for further visual 

documentation of Area 1 and the impact that residential development would have upon it. 
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Area 1 Highlights 

- Dominated by mature second growth Douglas fir, and contains individual or small clusters of old 

growth trees with diameter of approx. 1m 

- A variety of species of interest were documented during the Phase 2 Biophysical Assessment:  

o Marten 

o Barred Owl 

o Chestnut-backed Chickadee 

o Common Raven 

o Golden-crowned Kinglet 

o Northern Saw-whet Owl 

o Red Tailed Hawk 

o Black-tailed deer 

- The Phase 2 Biophysical Assessment recommends that there should be habitat management 

activities directed at protecting sensitive species occurring on GNWD Lands involving 

maintaining existing patches of mature tree cover wherever they occur on the site 

- The Phase 2 Biophysical Assessment states that “If any development of the property is planned 

in the future, Aquaparian recommends a site-specific, activity-specific Environmental Protection 

Plan (EPP) be prepared by a Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP) to provide guidance to 

mitigate potential impacts from the proposed development and to make recommendations for 

compliance with provincial and federal regulations.” 

 

Biophysical Assessment Phase 2 Report – Area 1 Refresher 
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